
Charles Hoyt, the popular comedy play
wright, was born in New Hampshire, and
has always made the "granite state" his
hr rre. From among his neflthbors up
amr-ng these rock-rbbed hills he has
plucked many a character who has added
to his fame and hank account. But few 01
Vs New Hampshire neighbors have seer
Mr. Hoyt's plays, but they read all that is
sail in the Ioston papers about him. And
thfy sent him to the legislature right along
that:sh M:. Hoyt is a democrat, while a
large maivrity of his neighbors are of the
opposing political faith. Here's a disserta-
tion one of them delivered on Mr. Hoyt
not long ago:
"Charles Hoyt's a-gettin' quite a bunch o

live stock, so he be. I read in the Boston
iap'rs 'hout Hoyt's 'Texas Steer.' That
critter must be 'bout five year old now.
Then, later, I see somethin' in the papers'tiout Hoyt's 'Black Sheep,' and now I ben
a-readin' that he's got 'A Runaway Colt.'
What on tarth a man wants with 'A Texas
Stee-r.' 'A Black Sheep' and 'A RunawayColt' I swow if I kin make out, but they do
say he makes money out of 'em. Why, uphere in New Hampshire you couldn't give'A Texas Steer' away. No one would give'A Black Sheep' pastur' room, and if 'twasfound out a colt was 'A Runaway' y'couldn't sell it for mor'n what its hide andhc-ofs ud bring in Boston. But CharleyHIyt'- a shifty little man. He made money,so I'm told. with 'A Rag Baby' and 'A TinSoldifer' and 'A Brass Monkey,' and thenhe, took 'A Trip to Chinatown,' and mademoney on the trip. Why, Bill Jones, whenhe eum back from Californy, told me ye'dstan a better chance to make a bananafarm pay on top of the Green mountainsthan to make money out of them heathenChimes. I vum ef it don't beat my timehow he does it, but it's not any more won-dirful than how he gets enuff democratvts to elect him to the New Hampshire1egi'Kiature in a strong republican districtThe only real downright sensible thing Ihave heard of him havin' is 'A ContentedWcrman.' Now, there's something practicalin that, and ef he can supply the demandfor that article he's liable to get richer'na Vanderbilt."
Lee Harrison is a prolific source of goodstories. He has been in his time agent,manager, backer and actor. A few sea-sons ago I e was in the south as managerof "The Wicklow Postman." Business hadgone from worse to worse and the com-pany found itself stranded at Fort Smith.How to get home was the question thatwas being discussed, when a telegramcame to Mr. Harrison. It was prepaid, soof course he accepted it. It was fromthe Springfield, Mo., manager, who, onthe basis of a big advance sale, said, "Willgive you $250 for your night here."' Har-rlson. buayant with visions of wealth,sent a "rush" telegram. collect, acceptingthe offer. By combining the 'total assetsof the members of the company, moneyfor the railroad fares was raised and thecompany proceeded. Arrived at Spring-fiela. .everybody climbed into the omnibusexcept Harrison, v ho occupied the seat onthe box with the driver. Cheered by the

prospect of a "certainty," Harrison chattedwith the Jehu.
"Nice city. Springfield. eh?" "Yep," la-onzvally assented the Missouri HankMonk. "Lov'ely sunset glow, that," saidHairrison, pointing to a red reflection inthe distance.
"iuns*t, h-Il." said the driver; "thathaint no sunset-" "What is it?" queriedHarrison.
'That's the Op'ry House on fire."
Harrison fell off the omnibus.
David Warfield and Harrison are bothinveterate story tellers, and each one makesthe other the hero of numerous good anec-dotes. At last accounts Harrison was oneahead. He tells an incident that befellWarfileld when that comedian made his

first appearance in the garb of an actor.Warfield was formerly an usher in the
Bush Street Theater in San Francisco and
developed such success as a mimic that his
friends urged him to go on the stage. He
was always the "hit" at amateur per-
formances and at last the opportunity was
offered him to become a full-fledged pro-fessi-etal. A company was organized to
go vp to Eureka, Humboldt county, to
play during fair week. Dave was en-
gaged and made great preparations for his
specialty. On the opening night his ner-
vousness and lack of knowledge as to the
proper pitch for his voice made his spe-
cialty go badly and a faint suggestion of
a niss floated acroe:K the footlights toward
him. He walked down to the "apron" of
the stage and yelled at the top of-his voice,'I'll give 2 to the man that hissed if he
will stand up and show himself." In an in-
stant. Harrison adds, every man in the
house was on his feet to take a chance at
the twenty-five.
"I always like to g3 south," said Bert

Riddle. "and that reminds me of a littlecenversation I heard at the Kimball House
in Atlanta last searon, where I was with
I)onrielly and Girard in 'The 'Rainmakers.'
It was in the dintrg room, and slttting op-posite me were two gentlemen whose ac-
cent and appearance stamped them the
real southern article. They had beenthrousgh the bill of fare from blue Doints
to coffee, when the older gentleman askedthe waiter if there was anything going on
at the theater 'wuth seein'.' 'The darkey1ooked over at me, and wishing to send my-show alorg, the consideration being twogai:e'ry seats presented to him--'for se'f
an' lady fren' '-replied, 'Yes, sah; "DeRt tinakers" is at de tneater tonight.'"'ahitmakers!' exclaimed the colonel inlalmost the same dialect; 'Rainmaker,, the
da.'il; Ah don't want no mo' rainmaking inmIre. They'se two chaps runnin' It, ain'ttheyr
"'"What's the matter with rainmaking,c'olonel? 'asked his frier~d.
" 'Oh, nuthin',' said the colonel: 'onlythree& years aIgo a couple of chaps come

down in Alabama where I live and exhib-it,-d a rainmaking machine and claimed thatthey could produce rain. Of co'se Ah wasnatchilly int'rested, as mah craps, owin'
to a scarcisity of rain, wuz in a mos' de-plo'able condition. Ah say I interested ma-
he'f natcttily and hepped them chap, tothe extent of mah inflooence, which, asyc' know, is pootty tol'able consid'able. Ofec'se, they demanded some money in ad-vdne'e, natchilly'"'"Did they take in any? dubiously askedhis frtend.
" 'Ah should say they did, suh,' said thecoionel: 'they took in fcrty-fo' dollahs, an'

every farmer in the country.'"'Dtdn't they maake no rain? again
asked his friernd.

"'"Rain, the devil! They mnade a big holeIn front of the cote house an' it ain't beenfill.-d up yit. They jus' addad a few mo'
names to that list of blamed fools, of whichAh dion't mine tellin' yo, Ah was the cap-t'in; fuh. as I was natchilly interested, Ahjust hepped them rainmakers to bunco mashfrens outer forty-fo' doilaha. Ah was in a
mos 'em'ba'ssing position. But the mos'
fun of it all wuz that two days aftah it
set 1:6 an' rained the biggest rain Ah ever
seen in that part o' the country. All themb'ranc'hes that run into the rivah justbacked up an' overflowed an' washed all
our craps outen the grotr'.'"'"So, what with a insufficiency and an
overproduction of watah, the lower section
of Alabama wuz dam neah ruined. No,sah; no rainmaking in mine,'
" 'Biut,' said the waiter, '"these two gem-

men at the theater on'y make fun.'
""'hat's juat what they done to me,' saidthe coionel; 'mnade fun, Why, the boysdown mah way call me Noah ytt. An', say,if it had rained a day longer I'd a flooded

the state.'
"Here these worthIes left the dining roomand I lost the rest of their troubles,"
"No one knows how umuch quiet fun isindulged in by actors and singers on thestege when they feel s disposed," said anold man who had played many parts, andhad also had some esperience in comi.

opera, "I remember," he continued, "antracident right in this city. Many years agoCansaan brought an excellent eampanyhere. heedd by Fredertek Reoan gt doa suammer mosann et enmae. The patesage was slight, and a Casauran dIWI'have ay money the prqeset et mo sal-aries stared us in the bee. We bdiesethat tim ou.gest= hm essy.... w - ...

the screws on. and so 3aturday night whe
the first act of the -stheioref Arts' was
over we all refused to -esetinue untl wi
got our salaries. Ca. easse -beak and paid
us a portion. and agreed to. give. us the bal-
ance when we got to New York. An this
r.egotiation consumed time. aad I think
the curtain was down about twenty min-
utes. The audience got impatient, and of
course got on to the fet that there Wastrouble about money.' Irinall when thecurtain went up Fred. RItlinson, who was
seateo at a table, rang a bell, and I, as theservant, responded. Me commenced to gagthe part in this way:
,id

" Oespond:more promptly than yotid in the last act, don't you? You thinkyou are going to get your money, but yotdon't get a cent. The audience caught or
at once. and the gag made a hit.**I remember once, when I was with ar
cpera cmpany, the manager had skippec
to New York, and during a duet I had withthe tenor that night, instead of using the
text he commenced singing to me 'We are
all left in the lutch. The manager has
.iUMPed away to Niew 'York and loft us
i ithout a cent of money,' and all this Inthe mellifluous tones of- Ra)ph Rackstrawwhile the leader of the orchestra was war-
:ng his baten and caliing to him over the
footlights, 'You devilish fool, why do yougive the thing away; don't you know thatit'll break up the company, and we won'tbe able to play the week out? This little
episode) nearly upset the people on thestage. but we pulled through all right. .

"Another time, when I was with a higherclass opera company, for you must knowthat I had a very good baritone voice, andhai e been with some good organizations,
we were playing the 'Cavalleria Rusticana'
and we had in the early part of the season
been- doing good business, but *we had
struck a streak of bad weather, and then
there had been some bad booking, and wehad got into pretty tight lines. There was
a rumor of difficulty between the manage-nrent and the prima donna, and, in fact,there was quite a lively scrap, which, whileit amused those who were not in it, did
not conduce to harmony. On the night af-
ter the scrap, when Lola comes out of thechurch and is repulsed by Alflo, she says,in astonishment, 'What does all thismean?' and Alflo, instead of replying as he
should, said, 'I don't think 'we'll get anysalary this week.' Poor Lola, it nearlybroke her up, fo she was a young girl, who
was thoroughIY evoted to her art and had
Anade a big success -in the part, so much
so that the favorable notices she received
in the newspapers was one cause of the
prima donna's anger.
"I could mention many other instances,but these are enough for .the present."
National Theater.-The comedy event for

eral weeks, and even months, to come, will
be the appearance at the National Theater,for one week, beginning Monday evening,of Hoyt's latest, and, from what has been
said, greatest comedy success, entitled "A
Contented Woman." The piece, like its
predecessors, which have achieved a far-
reaching popularity, Is a satire, and in this
case woman suffrage and the boodlingcharacteristics of certain elements In the
political organizations are made the main
themes. "A Contented Woman" has not
been fashioned after the usual style of the
author, as it has much less of the broad
farcical tendencies of the other Hoyt plays.It is more on the order of "A Texas Steer,"
and comes near that class of entertainment
styled straight comedy. There are, of
course, some excellent specialty features;
but they are introduced legitimately, and
in no way interfere with the action of the
play proper. The leading role will be played
by Mrs. Caroline Miskel Hoyt, who is not
only one of the handsomest women on the
stage at the present time, but who also is
an actress of unusual ability. Mr. Hoyt
has provided an excellent supporting com-
pany, which includes W. H. Currie, Frank
Lane, Will H. Bray, Sallie Scales, Rose
Snyder, Miss Amy Ames, Max Freeman,
Miss Madellene Bouton and others. The
production entails the use of large quanti-
ties of special scenery, which % as painted
by Voegtlin, and has an abundance of
spirited and catchy music by Stahl.
Lafayette Square Opera House.-"In

Gay New York," which will be the Christ-
mas week attraction at the Lafayette
Square Opera House, the engagement be-
ginning next Mon'lay night. Is, as its title
Indicates, a stage replica of sights, scenes
and characters of the metropolis. The
claim is also made for it that It is one
of the brightcst, liveliest and most divert-
ing of modem show pieces. It is essen-
tially an extravaganza, and as such it of-
fers in quikk succession a series of multi-
colored. kaleidoscope p!ctures of gay life
in New York, combined with an array of
the best offerings of comedy, farce, opera,
ballet, spectacle and vaudeville. Klaw and
Erlanger are sponsors for the production,
and promise that the piece will be given'
here with all the strength of cast and
completeness of equipment that character-
ized its long run at the New York Casino.
The book is by Hugh Morton, and the
music by Gustave Kerker. The scenes are
in Huckleberry Center, Maine, New York
city and Coney Island. The story Is In
brief the chonicles of a modern sentimen-
tal journey. It narrates the adventures of
Johrny Brown, a newly wedded rustic, who
with his bride Sally, and a thousand dol-
lars, visits gay Gotham on a honeymoon
trip For their diversion, burlesques on
poprilar'plays are given; lavishly costumed
ballets are shown in strikingly beautiful
dance arrangements; notable personages
are introduced in caricature and the en-
tire gamut of a big city's midsummer mad-
ness and gayety' is run. The presentation
enlists the services of quite seventy people,
and the long list reveals the presence of
numerous popular players. Walter Jones,
Lucy Daly, David Warfld, Lee Harrison,
Jeanette Bageard, La Liska, Gertrude Zel-
Ia, Josephine Stanton, Win. E. Richie, Ar-
thur B. Gibson and Gilbert Gregory have
promine nece.
Columbia Theater.--A royal welcome will

undoubtedly be extended Neil Burgess by
the laugh-loving public of Washington next
week at the Columbia, when he opens Mon-
day night in his latest laugh-producing suc-
cess by Miss Alice E. Ives, entitled 'Odd
Miss Podd."' His name is endeared in the
memory of theater-goers through his cele-
brated impersonation of that bustling,
warm-hearted spinster, Aunt Abby, in "The
County Fair." Penelope Podd, in which he
will be seen next week,- follows closely
upon the same line and affords him every
opportunity wherein he can more than du-
plicate the laughing propensities indulgedin by his audiences. In it he portrays one
of those old fashioned and delightful home
bodies whose good intentions are always to
do the right thing for everybody through a
moral sense of duty, which results in creat-
ing trouble for them instead, thus compli-
cating matters In a humorous manner andproducing continuous roars of laughter,IEven his every appearance on the stage issaid to be a signal for the outbursts of mer-riment ere he has uttered a word. Through-
out the action of the play he has introducedseveral startling mechanical indventlonspatented by himself, prominent amongwhich is a road' race between a bicycleand running horses, which is said to eclipsehis famous jockey race in "The CountyFair." Among those engaged in the pro-duction we note such well-known artists ofmetropolitan reputation as Bartley McCul-hum. Chas. R. Gilbert, Frederick Perry, Ed-ward Holland, Forrest Seabury, HarryWickett, Miss Genevieve Reynolds, MissHannah Thompson. Miss Lucille WarrenMiss May Taylor, Miss Helen Fargo, Miss.Jennie Williams, and others. Commencingwith Thursday afternoon, matinees wil be
of daily occurrence, and will inecne Thusday, Christmas day (Friday) and Saturday.
Grand Opera House.-One would hardlybelieve, after witnessing the perfdrmanceof "The Great Northwest," which comes tothe Grand Opera House next week, thatiss. Jessie Bonestelle, the leading lady,was reared in a convent. Such, however, isthe case. Mr. Will R. Wilson, one of theauthors of '"The Great Northwest," went toDakota to secure material for his newplay, and after an absence of several

months returned to his home at IRentreal,anada where Miss Bonegsele happened tobe in a convent. The ladie of a societydecided to hold a fair, and it was whileMiss Bonestenie was solieiting Aloptionsfor the fair that she first met Mr. Wilsonand fell in love with hima at first sight.The fact of her being in a eenest sIncedthe two lovers in a gsrm.mm tihag toy-ers .and ih-mev every dar, uuebto to
se each other emly a ione. at g 'tme,A crespendence was opened u, -esyfiedon with the aid ef seeret a nd
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an the-1p inth Othe' ein-
It Was sesapade that furnished

Mr. Was masterial for one of the strong-
est features of his new play and which he

ofnnlaty introduced in the fourth actof "'Th Gteot Northwest." To get a ladyto play Auch a part and to attempt such a
daring feat was.his nest.task, and, after
exhausting evety endeavor. Ainally concrnd-
ed that his irst le,* the originator of the
effect, should play the part, and today finds
MIss BOnestele In the leading role of "The
Great Northwest," making her swing for
life nightly.
Academy of Music.-Eugenie Blair beginsher Christmas engagement at-the Academyof Music next Monday night. She appearsat the regular matinees Wedeesday and

Saturday, and also gives a special popular-priced matinee on Christmas day. As has
been before stated, Eugenie Blair will pre-sent her own creation of the heroine In
Mrs. Wood's beautiful story of "East
Lynne." -and she Is in every way endowed
for the exacting role of Lady Isabel. Miss
Blair's experience and ability, together
with her beauty and grace, qualify her
thoroughly, and she has the power to por-
tray the emotions and almost tragic situa-
tions of the part. The experience of this
lady has caused her to select a comnetent
and evenly balanced company to assist her.
She will have the aid of Edwin Ferry, a
talented and accomplished actor: Wm.
Bramwell, another-clever artist; MIss Ed-
na Downing, sweet and womanly, and Mrs.
Ella Wren, Eugenie Blair's mother, will ap-
pear for this cofhing week only. Miss Lee,Miss Wells and Mr. Verhoff are all clever.
and in every way suitable for the presenta-tion of "East Lynne."
The Gay Parisians.-The patrons of the

Lafayette Square Opera House will have
an opportunity to start the year aright;
that Is, with a hearty laugh. The attrac-
tion for the, week of December 28 will be
that funny farce from the French, "The
Gay Parisians." As will be remembered bythose who saw it last year. this comedy is
A whirlwind of fun. There is not a. In-
stant when the action or the dialogue lags,and the audience is kept In a fever of
laughter and expectancy as to what amus-
ing complication will next arise, and how
the tangle will ever be solved In a satis-
factory manner. Sadie Martinot was es-
pecially engaged this season for the role
of the flirtatious and charming Mrs. Pail-
lard. Otherwise Charles Frohman sends
the same splendid company seen here last
season, Including W. J. Ferguson, the great
character actor; James 0. Barrows. Chas.
B. Wells. Louis Hendricks, W. R. Shirley.
Tully Marshall, Frank A. Connor, Percy S.
Sharpe, Mrs. E. J. Phillips, Margaret Gor-
don, Vergie Graves, Marion Fairfax, Ge-
raldine de Robine, Vivia Ogden and Perle
Dudley.
Kernan's Lyceum Theater.-Isham's "Oc-

toroon" Company will hold the boards at
Kernan's Lyceum Theater next week. The
company has been materially strengthened
since last season's run, which even then
eclipsed anything of its kind, and today
offers a splendid attraction for an even-
ing's amusement. The costuming of the
company is especially rich and artistic and
at times so In accordance with eastern
countries that one can almost imagine he
is witnessing some far-away tropical
scene. Especially Is this true of the Span-
ish ballet or "Strollers of Old Madrid." The
rrogram opens with an original absurdity,which abounds li mirth and merriment andIntroduces the entire company. The "Four
Little Tea Vende-s" is something new and
absurdly funny. A pretty ballet Is intro-
duced in the ensemble gavotte called "The
Milkmaid's Flirtation." The Mallory Broth-
ers have a good act and musical turn;Shorty May and Edward Purber have a
clever dancing and acrobatic sketch: Tom
Brown is a good character impersonator,and recites one of Kelly's famous poems,"The Drunkard's Dream," supplementing itwith lightning changes in make-up. MadahHyer, a soprano, proves by the soft, sweetc.earness of her voice' that she well de-
serves the name of "California Songbird."This interesting program concludes with"Thirty Minutes Around the Operas,"whichis cast to the full strength of the company,and includes the "Bronze Melba," MadamFlower, and the phenomenal baritone, Fred
. Piper. The scene from "Pinafore" Is
popular with every audience, and in theairs from "Cavalleria Rusticana," "Il Tfov.store" and "Robin Hood" the singing .sexcellent and shows careful training. Therewill be matinees daily except Monday.Sousa's Tenth Tour.-Sousa, the peerlessconductor, and his matchless men willmake their initial appearances for 1607 atthe Lafayette Square Opera House January3. Sousa's visits to Washington mean theassembling of the musical and social forcesof the capital. The glorious "bon voyagc"ex;tended to their fellow member by the Grid-iron Club last January at the opening ofhis transcontinental tour at this housdis one of the pleasantest memories ofSousa's career. The "march king" and hissuperb organization will Inaugurate an un-precedented tour of 21,00) miles, extendingfrom ocean to ocean and gulf to gulf, em-bracing the entire United States, Canadaand the maritime l&vinces, on December27, at Carnegie Hali, New York, and their
concerts here will be a part of the series.The announcement of his coming carries
assurance of rare pleasure. Sousa's music,.Sousa's marches, Sousa's band, and, aboveall, Sousa himself, are a grand combina-tion. The organization Is playing in superbform, and Sousa himself, after a triumphalEuropean tour, Is in magnficeent fettle. Thesoloists will be Elizabeth Northrop, so-
prano; Martina Johnstone, violinust; ArthurPryor, trombone, and Franz Hell, hornvirtuoso.
Miss Ellen Vockey of this city is makingquite a success in New York city. She willgive an entertainment next Monday even-ing for the benefit of the Evening World'sChristmas tree fund, at which she will givethe potion scene from "Romeo and Juliet,"the cturse scene from "Leah" and several

mosclogues. She will probably repeat this
program in this city later In the season.
Miss Lucy Morrow, who is playing theleading role with Mr. Herne-in "ShoreAcres," Is one of the few women who are

on the stage for the love of the profession.She is from Birmingham, Ala., where her
fteisawealthy and Influential citizen,and where she had every social advantage.She lelieved she had dramatic talent, how-

ever, arnd Irduced her parents to allow her
to go to New York and study. The part[bhe has in "Shore AcreW" is understood tobe her first professional venture, but sheplays It with an Intelligence and effect thatjustifies her choice of life work. Miss Mor-row besides possessing talent is a beautifular'd attractive young woman, and will .un-
doubtedly succeed.
The Choral Soclety.--There is always onefeature connected with Christmas joys thatis especially enjoyable to all lovers of

music. This is the annual concert of theCheral Society when the oratorio of the"Messiah" is given. There is rLo oratoriothat has ever been lrriten that has so
much affinity with a particular season of-the year as this work, -and the Choral So-
ciety should be given the heartiest kind of
encouragement in its effort to present thisbeautiful composition. The soloists whohave been engaged for the presentation ofthe oratorio are capable of interpreting thework in the best mannier possible. Mr.Ericsson Bushnell, the greatest oratorio
basso that the musical world has everheard, will sing that part. Mr. Bushnellhas been heard here before, and needs no,introduction as a soloist of the very high-
est rank. Miss Grace Hall of Baltimore
will be the contralto; Mrs. Nellie.-WilsonSki-Cliff, soprano, and Mr.- W. D. Mac-Farlandi, tenor. Miss Hall possesses a well-
trained voice, and is capable of carrying
the contralto part with intelligence and
skilL. The other two soloists are well
known to Washington. The "Messiah" will
be given two nights, the 29th and. 30th in-
stants, at the Congregational Church, the
two concerts being made necessary by the
small sime of the auditorium engaged.
Princeton Glee Club.r-The Princeton Glee,Banjo and Mandolin Clubs give their annual

concert in this city at Nationai Rifles' Ar-
mory next Tuesday evening. The Prince-
ton boys have always been noted (or theexcellence of their musical or==nlstenan
and this year It may be said that the clubs
are unsurpaseda by any 'college orgnisa-
tion. The program to be given Iludes a
number of the most popular selections that
are counted as good music, and the train-lr.g which the members of the olub. have
gone through has demonstrated their entire5tnes to present the very best kind of
work that has -een written for their In-strnmentr. Aiuong the niembers ot theglee club are some exceptionally fte voices,evnfor ~boym and the soloists are
allim that a Pid.ct iso
thisct il~ the clubsabargr
eastion, haa£h.on, amaa wt~~a.e.dentve the tsanags et aW.
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thm.amelar, the.Magicia.-=e=gigmen intowramaa and- wenam d~mem ma~tooigW-humain t.oithe air. project-
the-e o40the re:Ulote oorners of the mueimr orangetrees to-grearan seedito the -maturebaee I~"with r~e" .growing naturalroses.bythehnrc an.- 2W stain Nwbigt ofthe audienoe, in full of electric lightsand upon an open vg without traps,screens, hangings or eovering or any SOrtare some of the ame. supernatural thingsMagician Kellar e~tertains his patronswith thiseason work to so far in ad-vance of anything Seen In the fieldo magic as to a new epoch -in thatclass .of- entertaiiu1t. A eeres of fullstage illusions will- dplace on his pro-gram In this city -Men he comes to theColumbia Theater.

The Ice Palace.-Although the Christmasl'elidays may be unattended by the weatherwhich brings in its wake the joys of sleigh-Ing and skating, there is no reason whyevery one who is at all fond of the goodold sport of ice skating should not enjoythis healthful and Invigorating exercise.Washington rarely does have enough icefurnished by nature to allow skating forn'.ere than a couple of days at the most,but at the Ice Palace at Convention Hallthis pastime may be enjoyed from Novem-ber to April at any and at all times of theday and evening. There is every reason tobelieve that the attendance at the rink willbe. multiplied many times by the holidayseason. Added to- the general impetusgiven to such sport about this time, therewill be an attraction at the rink duringthe most of the holidays which will provethe greatest drawing card that ManagerTowers has ever provided for his patrons.This will be the great six-day race, Inwhich the crack bicycle riders of the worldwill enter to try to gain new laurels andmore prize money. The races will beginMonday. the 28th Instant. and will continueall that week. The men who will engage inthe meet are among the most noted ridersin the world. and. include all of those whoraced at Madison Square in New York ashort time ago.
Sacred Cincert.-The sacred concert to begiven at the Bijou Family Theater tomor-row night by Howson's Twentieth. CenturyBand and Orchestra, assisted by the Ideals.promises tc be one of the most entertainingaffairs ever given here. The program hasbeen Prepared with great care, and pre-sents many features taat will be amusingwithout being out of the order of the day.Many of the best selections given by theorchestra during the week will be repeated,together with a dozen new selectic-ns. Theperformance has been in rehearsal all lastweek, and a smooth production is assured.The ccncert Includes a number of popularsongs by Baby Johnsn, whose work haswon ccnsiderable praise during the week;a monologue by M. B. Streeter, three newsongs by Miss Earle and Mr. Streeter, andselections by the American Quartet. Theorchestra, urader the personal direction ofMr. Howson, will render "Lady Slavey,""Down the Mississippi," a medley of fa-miliar airs, Offenbach's "Overture Or-pheus," "Waltz Espana" and "KansasTwo-Step." A feature of the entertainmentwill be a clarionet solo by Mr. E. E. Sey-mour. whose playing has been declared bymany Pritics to be far above the average.Popular prices will be maintained. The boxoffice will be open all day, in order to ac-commodate those who wish to purchiseseats in advance.
Special Wednesday Matinee Prices.--Spe..cial bargain prices will rnile for the Wed-nesday matinee performance of "In GayNew York"- at the Lafayette Square OperaIouse next week. The orchestra, parquetteand mezzanine bowaseats will be 50 centsand balcoLy reats Clients. All seats maybe reserved at the.p ices, and the entirecompany will appqar: the complete per-formance.
Mr. Fox's Readings-A large and appre-ciative audience that. was notable for thenumber of well-lowp society people itcontained assemb6 At the Columbia The-ater yesterday afternoon to hear Mr. JohnFox, Jr., give reading% from his own works.Although the audienie was a large orte a,.Misunderstanding as (o the hour set forthe entertainment doubtless kept manymore away. Mr. Fox was introduced byMr. Thomas Nelson Page. Mr. Fox dis-

played a good deaf ot elocutionary talentin his readings, a1d. 'began by describingthe Kentucky montfiaineers. .He said thatboth the people -qd the. country of that
region were. not sO bad*as the newsp peraaild certain- lines af stasies lead people-tobelieve. The..pide fifspttallty and' kind-
ness to strangers In'that part of the coun-
try, he said, are proverbial and should be
taken "s the true indication of the condi-
tions which exist there.- Mr. Fox told manyanecdotes to illustrate the' good traite ofthese people and followed this talk with a
monologue "Courtin' on Cutchin," which
was delightful. "The Kentuckians." a se-
rial, which is to be published in Harper'sMonthly next spring, was next given, the
subject dealing with the scenes and char-
acters of the blue grass region. Mt. Fox
spoke in a clear, strong tone and every one
of his readings as enjoyable to a super-lative degree. He was accorded a hearty
reception and bursts of approvsl followed
every one of his efforts.
Trinity Parish HaIL-"The Sweet Christ-

mas Story; As Told In Poetry, Art and
Song," will be given by Rev. A. G. Rogers,D. D., at Trinity Parish Hall, 3d street and
Indiana avenue northwest, Monday even-
ing next at 8 o'clock. Views of the famous
paintings of the old masters relating to
Holy Nativity will be given to Illustrate
art; music from the sacred classics will Il-
lustrate the song, while Dr. Rogers will ex-
plain each feature in his own Interestinga ay. A sacred art loan exhibition .will be
open in the hail below, and light refresh-
ments will be sold.
Lectiore for a Relief Fund.--On Monday,December 21, Rev. A. G. Rogers, D.D., will

lecture in the Church of Our Father, cor-
ner of 13th and L streets, in aid of the
relief fund of Burnside Woman's Relief
Coa ,s, No. 4. The lecture, "The Romance
of Northern England," will be replete with
scenes from the picturesque Cheviot. to
Fountains Abbey. and with recitals from
Scott's "Marmion" will lbe eloquently told
the story of northern England, with its In-
structive, entertaining and romantic his-
tory.

RELD UP IN ALABAMA.

A Southern Railway Train Boarded
by Two Masked Men,

Train No. 35, west bound, on the Southern
railway, which left Birmingham, Ala.,
Thursday afternoon at 4 o'clock, was stop-
ped at 7 o'clock that night in Fayette coun-
ty, sixty-five miles from there, by two
masked. men, who flagged the train on a
bridge. One of the express safes was
broken into. The robbers got very little
for their trouble.
General Superintendent Greene of theSouthern railway received a dispatch from

Division Superintendent A. J. Fraser stat-
Ing that the hold-up ~oecurred between
Berry and Banksten, Ala. The Ioes of the
express company amounted to 350O4J.60 The
only damage to the train was caused by the
smashing inof the door of the eznpress car
by the rolibrs.: The dispatch further stat-
ed that bloodhounds had been secured, and
M-tid at once be put on the trail of the
miscreants.

TRINITY BARISH HALL,
54dng rs.. ae. u.w.,

MONDAY, 28~I~t AT PM.,
la peem au4 sad song.
BV. A.TMIGE~RS, D.D.

SteeeotIcemnViewn frlm the old. sasters.
Doors ea 1:15. M~etsttthedor.de1O,2,1

ILLUgl'RATED LEC'IER-
BY Ri9. ElS, D.D.

"THE ENG~~(~1~u tLAND,"
For relief-fun4 et ~Weias Relief wa
No. 4, at areh of Ma~tarer 18th (L
MO%'AYD21, l8e6, S P.Single amed Res.served aena atXetserott's, thouat bag. es.;te
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NIwNtioulTjh-te..
Xmas Attraction
Monday, Decembwr 21.
ONLY MATIM XMAS DAY AND SATUIAT.

FRM PRhlTAT3 INTI E== TWO

HOYT'S
SATIRE-SOCIETy IN POLIT(E

A
CONTENTED
WOMIN.
Produced under the personal direction of til author.

Mr. CHARLES HOTT,

With a competent cast of Players, Incluag

CAROLIE MISKEL HOYT.

New Year's Attraction-

TheFamous Bostonians
it

Lafayette Square H;EI
J. W. ALBAUGH.......Mmgaer
NIXON A ZIMMERMdAN.'......Drce

3 MATMiEE I K
KLAW
AND
ERLANGER
PRESENT
CANARY
AND LEDERER
N. Y. CASINO
succaf,

SN
G AY
N~lEW
Y (OFR K
EXACT
CASINO
CAST
AND
EQUIPMENT.
WALTER JONES,
DAVID WARFIELD,
LEE HARRISON,
LUCY DALY,
JEANiFE BAGEARD,
LA LISKA,
79 OTHER&
REGULAR NIGHT PRICEE.

SA'DA MAT. PRICES:
Orchestra, $1.00. Parquet, 75c. Balcony, 50c.

BARGAIN MATINEE WED'DAY.
NEXT-THE GAY PARISIANS. it
LAFAYETTE SQUARE OPERA HOUSE

SPECIAL PRIME MOR THE
WEDIMAY MATINEE.

Performance of the CaiUO'-S Greatest Suece,.
IN GAY NEW YORK,

THE BRIGHTEST, B1T AND MOST. ENTER-
TAINING OF BURLESQUES.

OOMEDY-FARCB-OPERA-BALLET-VAUDE-
VLLE--SPECTACLE ALL IN ONE.

'A CHRISTMAS TREAT FOR CHILDRip.
A CHRISTMAS TREAT FOR EVERYBODY.

SPECIAL WEDNESDAY MATINEE PRICES:
-=Rrk '50C IRESERVED.

Mezzanine Boxes. !5c.1 NO HIGHER.BALCONYI 25c- RaOO -IR.
it A BARGAIN MATINEE.

Bijou -?P
TOMORROW 'TOMORROW

EVE. AT 8:15. EVE. AT 8:15.

Grand Sacred Concert

ASAISDA YTDEMEHERSTRA
The Ideal Co. .

IUI~L!~~ElFERLE AD MR. STREETER.
II Iruii O~IO'S20TH 1|NTUR BAND.

DOORS OPEN 7:80. CONCERT AT 8:15.
BOXOFFCEOPEN FO

l 10 A.M.

Bijou. P-

MATINEIN DAILY.

flAY SMITH

ROBBINS,
SUPPIORTE~D BY A

SUPEIB COMPANY OF COMEDIANS AND

IN THE MUSICAL COMM)Y,

LlITE TRIflE
C~UROP GISUji)

GRAOEV DAtBS . &TCOO'IM

Ice Palace.
CO21V staai Ar eT AND IK N.W

Columbia Thati
fIERY ".
UICET -i

XMAS WEEK.

FRIDAY9 "

SATURDAY.

* 0
A

Y MUST LAUGH. 10m
CAN'T NELP IT.JUV

-S- THE EXCrI
-E- Betv
-E- BICYCLES AND R1

it

GRAND
OPERA HOUSE.

KERNAN & RIFE.........MANAG8.

WNDNiiBAY MAWINIE4 SATURDAYWI= 0)MiaNCNG
DECEMBER 21.

Special Christmas niatinee.
"he LAteat an reatest of American l'roductheen.

The Mze1Pct%WaiueDramatectad
Upon the America Stage.

The Great
Northwest
Three Wonderful Trained

Horses,
FIREFLY, CHARGER AND

QUEEN BESS,
And a Selected Cast of

Forty People.
The Beautiful Grain The Game for a Mam'sPalace. Lute.
The Prairie &%hOmner. The Perilous SwintaTh Giant Locomouive. the Windmill.
The Firemens Toura. Th Trained H.
meat. The Daring Rescue osThe Wonderful Electrkal the alug Prairie.Bhluagrd. The Dtoom City Dram

The Whteat Farm. sand.Th ecalieti., Prairie &e.. &c.. &c.

Popular Pries o5c" 15, 25, 50 and 75c.
AUi SpatCooe.

Box Office open f to 10 p.L.
NOTE.--A Good Seat on First Floor for...

Seats In Box..... $1.00
Next Attractioe-ON THE MLbMISIPPI. it

THE LAFATEr. TONIGHT.
LAR PERFORMANCE OF

George Edwardee' Japanese Musical Comedy.

THE "GEISHA."
THE ORIGINAL OMPANY1

THE ORIGINAL PRODUCI10N!
THE ORIGINAL ORCIHIETRA

Cast Includes uch favorites as
DOROTHY MORTON. IOIET LI.OYD.

VAN RANmriLM WHEEEZR.
MARK SMITH, CHARLIE SWAIN, &c.

The eiire production under the direction of Au-
gustin Daly.
it Regular Night Prices.

Academy.
'Phone 52.

PRICES, 25 50, 7c. . $1.00.
0a 00

6
ts eaan w

a
a k.

EKTtA MAITI% I RTA DAY.
Egngement of

'U EIEBLAIR,
EDWIN FERt Y

And her own company, in a production of

Min BLAIR as Lady Isabel and Madam Vine.

EWTTE The FlyingJordans

'Dtik, I dn thin tr yes.'

THE NANIGY HANKS.~
P...aned by the PaFame

MA...P., -NXU COMPAY.
NEXT W .K

EUOGENIE BLAIR
I

"Es Lynne.''

QRAND OPERA HOUSE.

FITZ and WEBSTER]

"A Breezy Time."

me,-I15,25,O&75c.

mEintapinE. diga

ME8AHEUNE

Wr,
A ERRY
CHTMAS

'ac cow.

.. ATTRACTION.

HE L
DD miSS PODD,
new play by Alice E. Ives,

descriptive of New
England life.ERYBODDOES

'ING RACE -s-
'een _E.
LJNNINO HORSES. -E-

PRINCETON
UNIVERSITY
(LIErE, EAM D

AND

IM~LMLU GR~aBPZ
National Rifles' Armory,
Tuesday, Dec. 22, at 8:15.

diat e. m. at Meti.wetit'se. .md $1.

'AWS LY(MM 1WEAU.

LTHE IDELS
....N. T "".L O"i nal= M ..N.,

aiema. Tmefia. "-dt a 4 Ngtrb.

AND WFA(IIAR M
AN A.H TAR A '0.A SHOW or BEA" AND JOY? POBEYBE.PXMAS WK--Jt N W. RIAM M

BuTFOART kAMMS DAM.
THE IDEALS,

Carary drta ad Ft rdaiy.Matlue and N19

Grand Mounted
Broadsword Contest

Between DNCANC. ROiosam a.m. of theWorld.

orp.NETLA ON . HA.KA. r. .N... rVA. Trip. h~al

C& VTER MARKET iiAIJ.
3AWRDAY Ea G, Dca. 1 . Dea. AT 8 P.M.

A4 yimsi. 25 and r0 t . d lt

EXCURSIONS,_ETC.

ARLIN TON, FORT

MYER, BALLSTON,
FALLS CHIURCHt

n~m c e*u iazv AqiRINTs- itlmi;

Gvalry ruin atFortMyer dalb. 41k.2t

Rail Route to
Mount Vernon or Arlington.
Lamvea i a ::2%:Verast ro17=71m..20 ad 2"--A p~m TIslm

eb an mies. it49-o r s.llvqp. allowed
Lt F 'T r .-. t

F.mtd 2ncltstWASHINGTON. ALEXANDRIA AND off.

lOU7-tt VMN4JN VER. o.

A Trip

NrokAtl asngt

dyt eadmonatn~ bOke.

Gmnemi A~gent . 24 ta e .....w.a.a


